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Abstract

The spread of fake news on the Internet causes concern for people in the society, including the
government, policy makers, organizations, businesses and citizens. Hence, with industry and
academia observing that "fake news spreads significantly, faster, deeper, and more widely than
the truth," there is an urgent need for multidisciplinary efforts to combat the spread of
misinformation through online operating systems have been recognized. Increasing use of
social networks exposes users to misleading information, satire and fake advertisements.
Helping people identify fake stories by showing them with credibility indicators can discourage
them from sharing such stories. Therefore, the aim of the present study is investigation of the
impact of social comparison on the fake news release and the news credibility, considering the
three modifying variables of gender, education and type of fake news. The current research is
an aplication research and its method is descriptive-correlation. Considering that the number of
users of social network services is over 100,000 people and considering Morgan's table, the
sample number was at least 400 people, and according to the distribution of two questionnaires,
the collected sample was about 800 people and were randomly selected from the statistical
population. By forming a group of experts, a questionnaire is compiled and this questionnaireis
distributed among the statistical sample. Then, the collected data was analyzed using SPSS
software and structural equation modeling using PLS software. Convergent and Agra validity
methods were used for the validity of the questionnaire. And for the reliability of the
questionnaire, according to the opinion of Fornell and Locker (1981), reliability was measured
in the PLS method using factor loading coefficients, Cronbach's apha coefficients and
combined reliability (CR). In this research, according to the presented conceptual model, 8
hypotheses are proposed, 2 of which examine the relationship between independent and
dependent variables, and the other hypotheses examine the role of moderating variables. All of
the hypotheses are confirmed. This study has shown that the need for a positive image and
popularity in social comparison prevents people from sharing fake news.

Keywords: Fake news, News credibility, News release, Social comparison.
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